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(54) ULTRA FINE GROUND TEA. METHOD FOR PRODUCING THE SAME, AND PRODUCT USING 
ULTRA FINE GROUND TEA 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To produce an ultrafine ground tea obtained by using tea leaves 
secondarily or later plucked and capable of being used as a powdered green tea. 
SOLUTION: This ultrafine ground tea is obtained by gradually grinding the secondarily or later 
plucked tea leaves with a dry method at a normal temperature so as to successively become small 
to grind to have 1-30 fJ. m maximum particle diameter. 
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Partial English translation of JP2002-281900A 

[Claim 5] 

A method for producing ultraf ine ground tea characterized 
by grinding tea leafs other than new tea leafs in dry-system, 
and then grinding in wet -system to obtain ultraf ine ground tea 
having a maximum diameter of 1-30 /urn. 

[0014] 

Ultraf ine ground particles which does not make a tongue 
feel rough texture generally have a maximum diameter of 30 pm 
or less, particularly have a maximum diameter of 10 jam or less 
in the case of sensitive tongue. 

[0016] 

It is easy to produce ultraf ine ground tea particles having 
a maximum diameter of 30 pm or less using tea leafs as starting 
material unlike using other foods as starting material. This 
is from a special cause. That is, fibers of tea leafs can be 
ground over time by a usual method using a dry-type batch ball 
mill although it is difficult to grind fibers of tea leafs under 
normal conditions . This is because new tea leafs scarcely having 
fibers or of which fibers are soft are well -dried and ground 
in dry- type manner. 

[0017] 

It is possible that tea leafs are ultrafine ground in 
dry-type manner. However, in this case, long time pulverization 
using a ball mill and the like is required. The surface of balls 
touching ground products will be about 100 °C although the inside 
of the ball mill is cooled down to about 4 0°C. Problems, for 
example degeneration of ground products and immixture of powders 
of worn ball mills arise. Therefore, it is difficult to obtain 
products having predetermined quality. Pulverization of tea 
leafs with a stone mortar has been used since ancient times. 
When tea leafs are ground with a stone mortar, thermal history 
and air oxidation of the powdered tea are light. However, it 
is difficult to obtain an ultrafine ground tea having a maximum 
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diameter of 70 urn or less under general grinding conditions. 
Furthermore, it is impossible to obtain, from coarse tea which 
is picked in autumn or winter and contains canes, an ultrafine 
ground tea having the same qualities (color, taste, odor and 
feeling on the tongue) as hitherto known powdered tea. 

[0018] 

Re -grinding using a hitherto known stone mortar is 
difficult because ground products subj ected to the first grinding 
with a stone mortar cannot get into the gap of the stone mortar. 
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